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The Ascension is the mystery in which Jesus’ Resurrection is “brought to its fulfillment”: after rising from the dead,
He passes from this world to the Father, and in doing so reveals what God intends for humanity in the flesh—that our
destiny is not merely survival, but glorification in Christ.

Jesus goes to the Father—and this changes everything

In the Creed, the Church confesses not only that Jesus “ascended,” but that He is “seated at the right hand of the
Father.” Pope Francis explains that Jesus' earthly life culminated when He “passed from this world to the Father
and was raised to sit on his right.”

In other words, heaven is not just a distant location; it is the realm of God's lordship. The Pope also emphasizes that
the Ascension is not simply about Jesus leaving: it means He is present “in a new way"—not tied to one place, but
active for all times and for each person.

This is why the disciples return “with great joy" rather than despair. According to Luke, while Jesus blesses them, He
withdraws and is carried up; then they worship and are "continually in the temple blessing God.” Pope Francis notes that
this joy flows from faith: even though Christ is no longer seen, He does not abandon them—He continues to guide

and intercede.

The Ascension reveals Jesus as our Advocate

One of the most consoling themes in the papal meditation is that Christ's Ascension is linked to His priestly and
intercessory role. Pope Francis highlights the “priestly gesture of blessing” during the Ascension and then draws out
the meaning: Jesus is the eternal High Priest who intercedes “forever” for us.

So the Ascension teaches that you are not merely waiting alone for spiritual help. The Lord has entered into the Father's
presence and defends you, seeking to draw you back to God through mercy and forgiveness.

A cloud—and a promise of His return
Luke’s account in Acts describes Jesus being lifted up and a cloud taking Him out of sight; then angels ask the apostles
why they keep staring upward. The angels add that this Jesus will come again in the same way they saw Him go.

This guards the Church from a wrong kind of “looking”: contemplation is real, but it becomes fruitful only when it turns
into mission—witness, preaching, and faithful daily life.

The Ascension “links” Resurrection, Pentecost, and the Church

The Ascension also provides the internal logic of the Christian story. Pope Francis describes it as the “link of the chain”
connecting Jesus' earthly life to the life of the Church, and he explicitly connects the event to Acts’ call to live witness
with the certainty of Christ’s lordship.

José Granados' reflection stresses that the Ascension deepens Christ's bond with His Church and even with the
cosmos—so that the “first fruits” of what Christ is doing can be lived in time. The close connection between the
Ascension and Pentecost is rooted in the idea that Christ, having touched creation’s destiny from within the Father,
can now send His Spirit to bring history toward God.

In summary, Jesus’ Ascension is not absence; it is a new mode of presence, centered on His intercession and His
lordship, and it grounds the Church’s mission until He comes again.




